
Health Care Reform:  
What Does It Mean  

for You and Your Family?  



  
  

 

Why are we having community 
conversations on PPACA? 
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ÃThe Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (PPACA)   
was signed into law in March 2010 
to transform the U.S. health care 
and health insurance system. 
 

ÃDemocracy thrives on educated 
voters. The League of Women 
Voters of Florida is committed    
to ensuring Florida voters have 
good information. 
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ÃMost people do not understand what is really in the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

Ã According a Kaiser Family Foundation quiz, only 1% of respondents 
could answer 10 basic questions about PPACA correctly. Only 25% 
got a C (7 out of 10) or better. 
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PPACA Quiz 
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1. Will the health reform law require nearly all 
Americans to have health insurance by 2014 or 
else pay a fine?  

 

2. Will the health reform law allow a government 
panel to make decisions about end-of-life care for 
people on Medicare?  
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3. Will the health reform law cut benefits that were 
previously provided to all people on Medicare?       

 

4.  Will the health reform law expand the existing 
Medicaid program to cover low-income, uninsured 
adults regardless of whether they have children? 

PPACA Quiz 
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5. Will the health reform law provide financial help 
to low- and moderate-income Americans who 
don't get insurance through their jobs to help them 
purchase coverage?  

 

6. Will the health reform law prohibit insurance 
companies from denying coverage because of a 
person's medical history or health condition?  

 

PPACA Quiz 
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7. Will the health reform law require all businesses, 
even the smallest ones, to provide health 
insurance for their employees?  

          

8. Will the health reform law provide tax credits to 
small businesses that offer coverage to their 
employees?  

PPACA Quiz 
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9. Will the health reform law create a new 
government run insurance plan to be offered 
along with private plans?  

          

10. Will the health reform law allow undocumented 
immigrants to receive financial help from the 
government to buy health insurance?  

 

PPACA Quiz 



Health Care Reform in 10 Minutes  
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Outdated, high -cost health care  
cannot continue  
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Ã Paying More, 
Getting Less:    
As a country, we 
pay more for 
health care than 
any other nation, 
yet have a lower 
life expectancy. 
 

http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/soc_glance-2011-en/07/05/index.html;jsessionid=1pe5dnaobcjun.epsilon?contentType=&itemId=/content/chapter/soc_glance-2011-25-en&containerItemId=/content/serial/19991290&accessItemIds=/content/book/soc_glance-2011-en&mimeT
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Ã Health care costs are a big chunk (17%) of U.S. Gross 
National Product (GNP). 

 

 

 

 

 
Ã Rising premiums, co-pays, and co-insurance can make 

it too costly for employers to offer, employees to enroll, 
and subscribers to use health insurance. 
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Health 
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Florida vs. U.S. 
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ÃMore of us are uninsured:                                                   
21% Florida vs. 17% U.S. 

 

Ã Fewer Florida employers offer insurance:                     
46% Florida vs. 54% U.S. 

 

Ã Fewer Floridians have employer coverage:           
49% Florida vs. 44% U.S. 
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Ã We are paying for costly,                             
avoidable illness and hospital                           
care, but not for prevention. 

 

Ã Floridians have half as many office visits           
as the rest of the nation, but more 
hospitalizations. 

 

Ã More Florida hospitalizations were preventable 
with good outpatient care.   

 

Florida vs. U.S. 
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Ã Expands health care insurance coverage 

Ã Adds new consumer protections  

Ã Makes health care more  affordable , with emphasis 
on preventive care 

Ã Provides quality  improvement 

Ã Invests in prevention  and expands public health 
programs, policies, and incentives 



PPACA: Expands insurance coverage  
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Ã 32 million more Americans will be insured by 2014. 
ÃMore people will be eligible for coverage. 

Ã95% of currently uninsured legal residents will have 
coverage. 

ÃSelf-purchased insurance will be available through 
exchanges. 

Ã#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÁÇÅ ςφ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȭ 
insurance. 

ÃMedicaid eligibility will expand in 2014. 

Ã-ÅÄÉÃÁÒÅ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ ȰÄÏÎÕÔ ÈÏÌÅȱ ÆÏÒ 
prescriptions. 

 



 

PPACA: Adds consumer protections  

 17 

Ã Removes lifetime caps on coverage in 2011 

Ã Removes annual caps on coverage in 2014 

Ã Insurance available for patients with pre-existing 
conditions in 2014 

Ã No higher premiums based on pre-existing 
conditions or gender (2014), but can have higher 
premiums for smokers 

Ã Prohibits insurance companies from dropping 
coverage if you have paid your premium in 2011 



PPACA: Exchanges 
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Ã Requires states to set up exchanges, or markets 
for individuals and businesses to purchase health 
insurance for a set core of services. 

Ã Creates insurance access    
for small businesses 

Ã Creates insurance access    
for people with pre-existing                                           
conditions 

Ã Creates transparency for                                            
insurance purchases 



PPACA: Affects Medicaid and Medicare  

Ã Medicaid : A joint Federal and state program that 
helps with medical costs for some people with limited 
income and resources. Medicaid programs vary from 
state to state, but most health care costs are covered if 
you qualify for both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 

Ã Medicare : The Federal health insurance program for 
people who are age 65 or older, certain younger 
people with disabilities, and people with End-Stage 
Renal Disease (permanent kidney failure requiring 
dialysis or a transplant, sometimes called ESRD). 

19 



PPACA: Expands and funds Medicaid  
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Ã PPACA will increase the number of low-income 
individuals and families eligible for Medicaid. 

 

Ã Florida will get at least $10 from the federal 
government for each state Medicaid dollar it 
spends. 

 

Ã For those newly eligible for                                
Medicaid, Florida would get                                         
$25 in federal funds for each                                  
state dollar. 



Ã Protects guaranteed 
Medicare benefits  
 

Ã Improves Medicare benefits 
 

Ã Lowers out-of-pocket costs 
for prescription drugs 
 

Ã 'ÒÁÄÕÁÌÌÙ ÃÌÏÓÅÓ ȰÄÏÕÇÈÎÕÔ 
ÈÏÌÅȱ ÁÎÄ ËÅÅÐÓ 0ÁÒÔ $ ÃÏÓÔ 
sharing 
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PPACA: Improves and protects Medicare  



 

PPACA: Lowers preventive care costs  
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Ã No co-pay or deductible for preventive care 
(October 2010), including: 

Ã Well-person assessment 

Ã Vaccinations 

Ã Colonoscopies 

Ã Pap tests 

Ã Mammograms 

 



PPACA: Quality improvement  
for medical care  
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Ã Requires transparency and quality indicators so there 
is as much information on the quality of care as on the 
quality of a car 
 

Ã Paying for quality rather than paying for number of 
procedures 
 

Ã Increasing continuity                                                       of 
care with: 

Ã Medical homes 

Ã Accountable Care Organizations 
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PPACA: Quality improvement  
for medical care  


