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����� To promote political responsibility through informed and active participation of 
citizens in government and to act on selected issues. 

THE 

The League of Women Voters of Volusia County, Florida 

Visit our Web site at: www.lwvvc.org  

February 2007 

 

Election Systems Reform: 
The Need for Voter-Verified Paper Trails 

 
Speakers 

Karen Burns, Election Reform Director, LWV-Florida Board of  Directors 
Mary “Kitty” Garber, Research Director and Co-Found er, Florida Fair  
     Elections Coalition 
Susan Pynchon, Executive Director and Founder, Florida Fair Elections 
     Coalition  

Saturday, February 17, 2007 
 

*The Cloisters 
Club House 

400 East Howry 
DeLand 

 
10:00:  Light Brunch -- $5.00  RSVP by Thursday, February 15 

                    or  mail@lwvvc.org    
 
10:30:  Program 
 
 
*Directions:  Take I-4 Exit 118 to DeLand, Rte. 44.  Stay on 44 (New York Ave.) to Amelia 
Ave. Turn left on Amelia. There' a light and a turn lane. Go one block on Amelia to Howry. 
Turn left on Howry to the Cloisters, about a block. The Club House is just inside of the gate. 
The security guard will know that League members will be coming. 



 

2 

���� The President’s Column 
Dear LWVVC Members: 
 
I hope your holiday break was as restful as mine.  I used the time to let everyone sleep as late as he/
she wanted; and to cook my family’s favorite dishes — we’re now four:  Larry, Shannon, new son-
in-law Ralph, and me.  It was a good time for reflection.  In addition to thinking about personal      
blessings, I thought about LWVVC members’ many contributions to our communities.  I’d like to 
share and acknowledge some recent achievements and activities. 
 
First of all, I’d like to express the appreciation of the board to the Local Study Committee for their 
all their work these past two years.  The conclusion of their outstanding efforts can be read in the 
new LWVVC Local Government Positions on pp.3-4. The five members of this committee, Summer 
Clayton, Rosemarie Gore, Sandra Horikami, Larry Moore, and Jean Snyder (Chair) have updated 
and revised our position on local government and growth management.  Before this position is 
officially adopted, it must be voted on by the membership, which we will do at the Annual Meeting 
in April.  
 
You will want to join me in congratulating the three LWVVC members who are recent graduates of 
the Volusia County Citizens’ Academy.  Every Tuesday, from August 15 to October 31, 2006, 
Rosemarie Gore, Wanda Kowitz, and Marsha Lewis gathered at the Volusia County Administrative 
Center, along with others, for a lecture, slide show, or field trip.  This outreach program is an       
attempt to offer concerned, committed citizens the lessons in county government that they need to 
further their goals of “good citizen involvement.”   Each was assigned a county official to shadow.  
Rosemarie Gore, Natural Resources Chair for the LWVVC Board, “shadowed” Steve Kintner,  
Volusia County Environmental Management Director;  Wanda Kowitz shadowed Rick Hamilton, 
Ocean Center Director; and Marsha Lewis got to follow Charlene Weaver, CFO for Volusia County.  
I attended the “graduation” on December 7, when the group was presented to the Volusia County 
Council as this year’s graduate class of Super Citizens, if you will!  Congratulations to all! 
 
On Tuesday, January 23, the day that News-Journal owner Tippen Davidson passed away, six 
LWVVC members, Jean Bragg, Lois Flilipic, Rosemarie Gore, Bea Romans, Virginia Roche, and I 
were in Flagler Beach at a Sunshine Law Seminar, a half-day presentation of the First Amendment 
Foundation, sponsored by the News-Journal. If you read the extensive coverage of Tippen’s life and 
achievements in the January 24th edition of the newspaper, you are aware that open government was 
one of his (and our!) passions.  It was a befitting honor to Tippen that we were there to take part in 
ensuring that government in Florida is conducted in the sunshine. Tippen was a blessing in so many 
ways to this community, and his support of the LWV was greatly appreciated. 
 
One of the newest members to the LWVVC is Mary “Kitty” Garber, Research Analysis and Co-
Founder for Florida Fair Elections Coalition.  Kitty and Karen Burns, newly appointed director to 
the LWV-Florida Board of Directors in charge of election reform, will be our speakers at the 
Saturday, February 17 general meeting in DeLand.  Furthermore, they will be joined by Susan 
Pynchon, FFEC Executive Director and Co-Founder (see front page article for meeting specifics). 
For too long LWV members have asked why we are not openly and passionately involved in the 
struggle to do away with a technology that has been proven to be riddled with flaws and 
inaccuracies.  If you attend the February 17 meeting, not only will this question be answered, but 
you will also learn about advocacy opportunities for eliminating this incredible threat to democracy.    

���������	�
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League of Women Voters of Volusia County Government Positions 
 

 
The League of Women Voters of Volusia County (LWVVC) Local Study Committee studied 
the Volusia County Comprehensive Plan in its first year and revised the recommended 
Government statements that the membership subsequently approved in May 2004 in our 
Government Program. In our second year, the committee’s goal was to determine if there were 
laws and means available to implement the provisions in the Comprehensive Plan. During the 
second year, the County’s Charter was up for review and the Charter Review Commission met 
for a year to determine if any amendments should be brought forth to the voters in 2006. 
 

One focus of the Charter Review Commission was the promotion of “smart growth” in Volusia 
County. During the year, members of the committee and others in the LWVVC attended the 
Charter Review Commission and Subcommittee meetings to follow the information and 
development of the Commission’s ideas. Now into the Local Committee’s third year of the 
study, the Charter Review Commission proposed six amendments, four of which dealt with the 
management of growth in Volusia County. The County added a seventh amendment, one that 
strengthened the County’s control over the zoning of newly annexed lands by municipalities. 
Six out of the seven proposed amendments failed in the 2006 General Election. School Planning 
was the lone amendment that passed. 
 

In light of these governmental and voter activities, the Local Study Committee has met and 
reassessed the LWVVC Government Program. The League of Women Voters of Volusia 
County is concerned about the negative consequences of rapid growth throughout the region.  In 
order to preserve the quality of life in Volusia County: 
 

LWVVC supports Volusia County and the municipalities within its borders working together to 
protect the environment while providing reasonable use of the land and restricting the use of 
wetland mitigation. 
  
 Local governments must work together to consider the preservation of our  
 environment as Volusia County grows in population density.  Development of 
 the lands should not destroy the natural habitats that are required to maintain 
 the ecosystems vital to our county.  This is especially true of the destruction 
 of our wetlands.  The development of wetlands leads to flooding problems 
 we have recently experienced in times of heavy rains, impedes the natural 
 regeneration of our aquifer that the people of Volusia County rely on, and  
 and destroys habitats that are required for wildlife.  The state and local 
 governments should not readily allow developers to destroy wetlands by  
 charging them with mitigation fees that will preserve wetlands in another  
 location that is not relevant to Volusia County. 

 
LWVVC supports buffering of environmentally sensitive land and water bodies and encourages 
developing open, recreational and green spaces to enhance and maintain quality of life within 
the county and its municipalities. 
 
 This position is meant to strengthen the original statement to include the 
 Municipalities and the county to be responsible stewards in protection and 
 buffering environmentally sensitive lands and bodies of water.  
 
       (Continued on next page) 
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LWVVC supports giving public interest priority regarding the conservation of our natural 
habitats in Volusia County. 
 
  This government position has not changed. 
 
LWVVC supports increased consideration to potable water issues, including the assurance of  
Clean water in the Comprehensive Plans of Volusia County and its municipalities. 
 
  This statement strengthens the position about the need for potable water and the 
  assurance of clean water in the county and all municipalities. 
 
LWVVC supports development of effective drainage systems to improve recharge and  
retention areas and reduce flooding in Volusia County and its municipalities. 
 
  The wording in the analogous government position adopted 4/23/05 has been 
  revised and the word “municipalities” added.  It is important to balance the 
  considerable loss of open space due to rapid development and growth within 
  the county.  The reduction of the natural function due to the loss of our open 
  space diminishes aquifer recharge and inhibits retention of storm water 
  runoff that results in flooding.   

. 
LWVVC encourages Volusia County and its municipalities to work together to direct  
regional growth in a responsible manner.  
 
  After studying municipalities and their desire for home rule, and their fear to be 
  taken over by rules originating from the county — we must find ways to work  
  together to move forward, constructively, with environmental and quality of 
  life considerations.  The move — regionally — is real, and if we come on board 
  as separate entities we will look weak.  Only working together will we protect 
  where we live and remain proud of our growth management plan  

 
LWVVC supports that any comprehensive-plan amendment or rezoning that permits 
increased residential density may be approved only if adequate public schools can be timely 
planned and constructed to serve the projected increase in student population.  
 
  This is a new position based on the passage of 2006 Home Rule Charter amend- 
  ment.  It is important that school capacity be considered when either the county 
  or a municipality is requesting any change to its comprehensive plan or zoning 
  that increases density in a residential development. 

 
By the Local Study Committee: Summer Clayton; Rosemarie Gore;  
Sandra Horikami; Larry Moore and Jean Snyder, chair 
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WAV STATUS - 2007 
 

At the January meeting of the Water Authority of Volusia (WAV) the board completed the review and amendment 
process in the development of the fourth amended and restated interlocal agreement creating WAV. This version 
favors WAV functioning basically as a planning, coordination and conservation body, and not as a water producer 
as originally intended. It will permit member governments to enter into capital project agreements in partnership 
with other members both within and outside the WAV organization. The members were unanimous in their             
intention to incorporate a termination of membership at will. 
 
The by-laws dictate a 60-day waiting period before the board can vote on an amendment to the interlocal      
Agreement. The vote on the restated agreement will occur March 21, 2007. 
 
On January 12th representatives from the St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD), Department of 
Community Affairs (DCA), and Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) conducted a work shop for the 
benefit of local governments on how to update comprehensive plans in addressing water supply planning called for 
in Senate Bills 360 and 444. The work plan amendments are to include both alternative and traditional water     
supply projects, conservation and reuse necessary to meet projected needs. It must include a minimum work plan 
for putting a water supply facility on line to meet those projected needs. Alternative water supply projects to be 
incorporated are those specified in the District Water Supply Plan 2005 (DWSP 2005), or proposed by the local 
government. 
 
For adopting these work plan amendments the SJRWMD and DCA have set August 7, 2007 as a deadline for Lake 
Helen, Oak Hill and Pierson. The amendment work plan deadlines for Daytona Beach and New Smyrna Beach are 
set for April 10, 2008. 
 
Without considering the outcome of the vote on March 21st, Volusia County, Daytona Beach Shores, DeBary,  
DeLand, Deltona, Edgewater, Holly Hill, Orange City, Ormond Beach, Ponce Inlet, Port Orange and South      
Daytona, have a deadline of April 10, 2008. If in March the agreement is formally modified to exclude WAV       
as the supplier of potable water, the deadline for all of these member governments will be moved up to               
August 7, 2007. 
 
Water providers in western Volusia are the first to feel the need to address eminent water deficits. Consequently, 
Deltona, Orange City, DeLand, DeBary, and Volusia County met on January 16th to cooperatively explore possible 
development of a water treatment plant on the St. Johns River. This is the project that is most readily favored and 
supported by the SJRWMD. It is also the project which proved to be the most feasible by the engineers retained by 
WAV. 
 
For many months the directors of WAV have been in the awkward position of trying to craft an agreement that 
would allow the most flexibility for the present and the future. 
But the comment that best describes the results is a “skeleton without muscle.” Unfortunately, it does not fulfill the 
local League position for a countywide centrally managed water supply system. 
 

Rosemarie Gore 
 

     Volusia County Citizens’ Academy  Graduates - 2007 
All LWV-Volusia County Members!  

Rosemarie Gore     Wanda Kowitz        Marsha Lewis  
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City issues to watch: 
 

· Port Orange: Will there be another Super Wal-Mart in town? If so, where?  
 

· Daytona Beach Shores: There’s a moratorium imposed by the county on the condominium 
proposed by the city to be located in a single family home stretch on Cardinal Blvd. Will 
Daytona Beach Shores renew its attempt?  

 

· New Smyrna: What will happen to the old high school property located on an island now 
that the high school has moved. This is prime development property. Will the State of    
Florida, which owns the property,  honor the commitment to keep this property for the   
public? The city commissioners lean to developing it for housing. 

 

· Ponce Inlet:  In March there will be a new dog park in town. This is the brain child of    
Cassandra Blissett, Town Manager. 

 

       The popular water taxi between Ponce Inlet and New Smyrna is adding a 2nd vessel.  
    
      The city received the top award as Community of the Year from the Volusia League of    

Cities for its preservation of environmentally sensitive land, newly completed bicycle trail, 
1700 foot boardwalk and the new Town Hall and police department buildings built with 
preservation of the environment as a top priority. The city of DeLand came in 2nd. 

 

       Tortoises moved from Ponce Inlet to their new home in the Panhandle in November are  
doing fine. 

 

· Deltona: The city is asking for a variance for land recently annexed across from Wal-Mart . 
If approved the change from residential to commercial will have a major impact on the         
traffic on route 415.   

  
       Deltona withdrew support for the Partnership Center which would have provided for a  

auditorium on the west side of the County for special events.  
 

The Volusia League of Cities, spearheaded by Greg Northrup, Mayor of Daytona Beach Shores and 
Chairman of the Volusia League of Cities were instrumental in defeating most of the Charter 
Amendments in November. Their expressed reason was that the cities and the county together could do a 
better job of protecting water and land than the county alone. In keeping with this pledge they are 
meeting to work out a proposal. Greg Northrup has consented to be our featured speaker at the June 16 
LWVVC meeting. Mark your calendars now. It should be a lively and informative assemblage.  

�����������	
���
Chair, Observer Corps 

LWV-Florida Legislative Seminar 
Sunday, March 18 – Tuesday, March 20, 2007 

Tallahassee 
 

If you’d like more information about the LWV-Florida Legislative Seminar, please contact Judy Moore. 
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Welcome New Members 
 

Mary “Kitty” Garber                
Kitty is interested in election reform and the nonpartisan   
administration of the redistricting process.      
 
Laura Rosario            
Laura, a high school student, has joined the LWVVC as an  
associate member.  She is an advocate of animal rights. 
 
Claudia and Stephen Roth 
The Roths’ interests include election systems reform, wise 
and planned growth, and health care. 
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 TLWVUS Position on Voter Verified Paper Ballot Election Systems 
 
NB:  The statement below is markedly different from the one adopted by the LWVUS at its 2004 National 
Convention.  Leagues were told that “secure, accurate, recountable, and accessible” were not code words for a 
voter-verified paper trail.  All that changed with the June 2006 LWVUS Convention.    JM 
 

LWVUS Position on Election Systems – June 2006 
 
Motion to adopt the following resolution related to program requiring a voter-verified 
paper ballot or paper record with electronic voting systems. 
 
Whereas: Some LWVs have had difficulty applying the SARA Resolution (Secure, Accurate, 
Recountable and Accessible) passed at the last Convention, and 
 
Whereas: Paperless electronic voting systems are not inherently secure, can malfunction, 
and do not provide a recountable audit trail, 
 
Therefore be it resolved that: 
 
The position on the Citizens’ Right to Vote be interpreted to affirm that LWVUS supports 
only voting systems that are designed so that: 
 
1. They employ a voter-verifiable paper ballot or other paper record, said paper 
being the official record of the voter’s intent; and 
2. The voter can verify, either by eye or with the aid of suitable devices for those 
who have impaired vision, that the paper ballot/record accurately reflects his 
or her intent; and 
3. Such verification takes place while the voter is still in the process of voting; 
and 
4. The paper ballot/record is used for audits and recounts; and 
5. The vote totals can be verified by an independent hand count of the paper bal 
lot/record; and 
6. Routine audits of the paper ballot/record in randomly selected precincts can 
be conducted in every election, and the results published by the jurisdiction. 
 
2007 LWVUS Advocacy Priorities and Election Plans Set  
At its January 2007 Board meeting, the LWVUS board voted unanimously to adopt the following 2007 Advocacy 
priorities: Campaign Finance Reform, Civil Liberties, DC Voting Rights, Election Administration, Ethics and 
Lobbying Reform, Global Climate Change, and Healthcare Reform. In addition, the Board reaffirmed the League's 
commitment to maximizing voter education and participation in the months leading up to the 2007 and 2008 
election seasons. Page 
 

Recycling (Garage) Sale 
Saturday, March 24 

Home of Dennis and Summer Clayton 
5830 Spruce Creek Woods Drive, Port Orange 

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Set-Up:  Friday, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

 
Here’s your opportunity to donate your hidden, stored-away treasurers to a worthy cause.  
For advance drop-off,  call Chris Moseley, Summer or Dennis, Rosemarie Gore, or Judy 
Moore. 
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League of Women Voters of    
Volusia County Florida                                 
P.O. Box  9418                   
Daytona Beach FL    32120 


