The League of Women Voters of Volusia
' County, Florida

/ THE VOTE R May/June 2008

Visit our Web site at www .LWVVC.org

LWVPurpose: To promote political responsibility through informed and active participation in
government and to act on selected issues.

League of Women Voters of Volusia County

Politicos on Parade
Fashion Show and Luncheon

Presented by

Florida Power & Light Company
International Speedway  Corporation

May 10, 2008
10:30 am. — 12:30 p.m.
Palmetto  Club
1000 S. Beach St., Daytona Beach

Cost:  $15.00 per person

Deadline for reservations at by May 6, 2008

June General Membership Meeting
DATE: June 9, 2008
Check In — 9 a.m.
Breakfast : 9:30 a.m.
Speaker : 10:00 a.m.

Speaker:  Virginia Cassady (Bio. Pg. 3)
Langston, Hess, Shepard & Augustine, P.A.

Topic: Tips to Help You Becom e a Knowledgeable Observer of your Local Government In Action

Palmetto  Club
1000 S. Beach St., Daytona Beach

Cost $12.00
RSVP to Pat Gadbaw, by 6/9/08.
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Dear Leaguers,

Politicos on Parade is around the corner! We have many (20 or more) elected officials who
have agreed to be models! It is going to be a fun event you don't want to miss —get your
tickets right away! Ann Smith, Voter Service has worked relentlessly for this event. Don't
miss Politicos on Parade!

In May we are also hosting the LWVF Council of Leaders meeting on May 17-18, 2008 at the
El Caribe resort. Jean Snyder is heading the Host committee.  We need volunteers who can
help with the workshops and during the plenary sessions.

We will have our Observer Corps meeting in June with riveting Observer reports. Pat
Gadbaw, Observer Corps chair has also arranged for Virginia Cassady, attorney for the Town
of Ponce Inlet to speak to us. As you can see from her biography (in this VOTER), you won't
want to miss this meeting! Make sure you make your reservations for this one when the
notice comes to youl!

This issue of the VOTER contains reports from your delegates to Legislative Seminar in
March 16-18 in Tallahassee and pictures from our very info rmative meetings, Thrive by
Five: Ensuring Hope, Health and Happiness in Early Childhood by Lynn Kennedy and Carrie
Baird from One Voice for Volusia and Creating Support: Mental Health Issues by Janet
Miller, CEO ACT Corporation. We had a successful Annual Meeting earlier in the month with
the adoption of new position policy on children’s issues thanks to the hard work of the
Children’s committee. Thank you Summer Clayton, Mary Derr, Maritza Patterson, Cile Rice
and Lynn LaBombard!

Be ready to renew your membership! Our next membership year starts on July 1 and you
will be receiving a letter for membership renewal in the near future. Have your check books
ready!

Lets keep LWVVC a dynamic organization.  With new Board members coming on board in
July, we can't go wrong! Congratulations to the nominated slate elected at our Annual
Meeting: 2" Vice President Maritza Patterson; Secretary Lois Filipic; Treasurer Christina
Moseley; Directors Gwen Azama -Edwards; Betty Johnson; and Ann Smith and Nominating
commit tee Joanne Pinkston McDuffie, chair; Ann Harrell and Carolyn West!

Sincerely,
Sandy Horikami



Virginia  Cassady is a member of the law firm of Langston, Hess, Shepard & Augustine,
P.A., in Maitland, and practices exclusively in the area local government law. She currently
serves as the Town Attorney for the Town of Ponce Inlet (Volusia County) and the City
Attorney for the cities of Edgewood (Orange County) and Mascotte (Lake County). She
serves as the Assistant City Attorney for Mount Dora and Maitland. She has served in the
past as Associate or Assistant City Attorney for Palm Coast, Lake Helen, Orange City,
Casselberry, Lake Mary, Daytona Beach Shores, Sanford, Oviedo, and Windermere. She
handles all aspects of local government Ilaw, including litigation, appeals, employment Ilaw,
police legal advisor, code and charter revision, contract and franchise agreement, quasi
judicial hearings, electric utilities municipalization, acquisition of water and wastewater
utilities, questions of compliance with state and federal (including constitutional) law, land
use and zoning issues, and sunshine law and public records. She has taught numerous
workshops for elected officials, staff, and board members for the cities she has served. Ms.
Cassady is a member of the City, County, and Local Government Law Section of the Florida
Bar and is admitted to practice in the federal Middle District of Florida.

! Welcome New Members !! |
| v Barbara Curtis, Daytona Beach. Barbara is interested in candidate forums, health

care, the environment and Observer Corps. |
I v Loretta Rector, Daytona Beach. Loretta is interested in elections and health care; '
) a former member of LWV Bucks County, PA—she participated in the creation of I

i a video “Poor and Sick in Bucks County.”

v Cecily Vandervoort, Orange City. Cecily was instrumental in organizing the
| Orange City municipal elections candidate forums in fall 2007.

ANNOUNCING NEW STUDY COMMITTEE

Starting September we will start a Mental Health Care Committee  that will study our
position on Mental Health Care issues.

The Committee will be led by Maritza Patterson. Mary Derr, Summer Clayton, and Jane
Wylen have volunteered to be on the committee.

Others who are interested in joining this study are welcome!
Please contact Maritza Patterson



OBSERVER CORPS

2nd Annual Mayor and Manager's Wheelchair

Safety Awareness Day
June 19 from 5-7 PM
Flagler Ave., New Smyrna Beach

Many of the cities and towns adopted the
resolution declaring April as water
conse rvation month and seem to be
taking the issue more seriously than |
remember in past years. My humble
thanks to Nora Jane for taking up the
slack when Carolyn Creech had to
temporarily resign. Carolyn has agreed
she can again start observing April 16,
and Jane Wylen has offered to help with
New Smyrna Beach. Gwen Azama -
Edwards will observe Daytona Beach once
a month. That leaves one week
unobserved for Daytona Beach. Is there
another member who would be willing to
take that 2nd week of the month? Thanks
to you all. | still need someone for
Deltona and Volusia County. | will observe
the County if one of you will observe DB
Shores and/or Ponce Inlet.

Patricia  Gadbaw

New Smryna Beach City Commission
(3124 & 4/8)
Several issues were tabled ‘til after a
worksh op scheduled for April 16. New
Smyrna Beach is very upset with the
proposed small school closings and sent a
strong letter of protest to the school
board. On 4/7 they failed to pass school
concurrency for lack of a motion. This will
be further discussed at the April 16
workshop. Ballots will be mailed to
residents of Glencoe Farms Road/Cone
Lake Drive to get citizen input, following
requests for annexation. The Fire
Department is upset about the proposal to
reduce from three to two responders for
911 calls. This will be discussed further at
the April 16 workshop. The Commission
endorsed state funding of division of
Historical Resources grant programs.

Nora Jane Gillespi e

They did a nice proclamation on Earth
Day. A man named Bob Tolley is
proposing doing a study to see if turbines
can be installed off shore to produce

Race

renewable energy for NSB. He wants to
use the old Swoope site (used to be a
power station and belongs to the city
Utilities Commission).  Apparently the city
is proposing to put an item on the ballot
asking the public what they want done
with the site. The Volusia Peace Center
(meets at UCC) requested a spot in the
park to erect a Peace Pole. The city
attorney said it would open up the city to
requests for all kinds of installations in the
parks. It was suggested they have it put
on church property of private property. A
new group has formed in NSB and is
already very active, Citizen's Resource
Committee on Recycling and the
Environment.  Their mission is to
encourage recycling, to educate the public
on how to do so and to improve
compliance, to enlist all the businesses to
participate, to educate the kids in the
schools (and through them, the parents),
to educate the fishermen to recycle their
lines, etc. etc. They're emphasizing

getting recycling into the schools which do
very little right now. Mr. Southard who
owns the recycling company in NSB was
there also, with helpful ideas and very
encouraging. He noted NSB has 85%
compliance with recycling, highest city in
the area. They're very well organized and
impressive.  Yeah! More ongoing issues
with the airport and noise and building
homes nearby. More on improving the
entrance to NSB at Canal Street and US
1.Good meeting and interesting. I'm so
impressed with Mayor Mackay...very

open, resp ectful of citizens, runs a good
and efficient meeting. NSB adopted a
resolution endorsing the U.S. Mayors
Climate Protection Agreement, an
adaptation of the 2005 Kyoto Protocol,
calling for cities and the federal
government to take actions to reduce
global warming pollution.  Holly Hill and
Edgewater have also signed the pledge.
71 mayors statewide have also signed as
have 839 nationally. Carolyn  Creech
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Port Orange City Council

This is the first city council to address the
issue of no growth. Unless there are
annexations, the city is expected to be
totally built out between 2014 and 2020.
While there is vacant land, it is already
planned for development. The city
expects approximately 18,000 more
residence.

Citizens living on Halifax Drive, which is
along the river, have asked the city to
make Halifax one way between Meeker
and Commonwealth. They are concerned
about the current increase in traffic in
order to avoid Ridgewood. They expect
additional traffic when the city's CRA,
Riverwalk, is completed. They are
recommending that the city build a linear
park along the east side of the road with a
wide sidewalk for foot and bike traffic.

The city is being sued over its purchase of
a 215 acre parcel purchased adjacent to
Spruce Creek. The law suit states that the
city didn't have sufficient public hearings
and that there should have been an
appraisal for the 215 acres -- the price the
city paid was based on an appraisal for
450 acres of which the 215 acres are a
part. Summer  Clayton

Oak Hill City Commission

The Federal Department of Transportation
(FDOT) will commence a two month study
on the curve at US 1 near the Grocery Box
for possible signage.

There will be budget adjustments and
possible comprehensive plan chang es
discussed at a meeting April 22 @
4:00PM. In possibly closing Burns
Elementary there will be a discussion
about applying for a charter school in its
place. The school board is offering dates
in May and June for any city wishing to
have a workshop on school matters. RV
parking and code compliance continues to
be discussed without resolution.

Edgewater  City Council

The pension Board has been meeting to
come into compliance with state and
federal guidelines. Edgewater Power
Boats was given a plaque for the $50,000
donation for capital improvements. Tim
Foley, new YMCA Chairman is working on
a Youth Partner Program. Future water
problems were discussed at the 3/4/08
meeting. The agreement for DBCC EMT
and Paramedic students to ride along with
Fire Rescue was renewed. Because of

complaints of free newspapers being
thrown at empty homes, the council will
send letters to the three free papers
asking for “no throw” status. The recycling
company is asked to pick up papers laying
around the city. The Commi ssion invited
the school board to a special meeting held
March 24. There was no response and no
one from the school board came. The city
commissioners  voted establishment,
endorsement and maintenance of small
schools.

Metropolitan Planning  Organization
(MPO)

All studies of the 1-95 interchange at
Pioneer Trail found no improvement to the
situation at Dunlawton in Port Orange with
this interchange. However, the motion to
remove the interchange from the 2025
study failed as this would have caused all
effect ed cities to redo portions of their
transportation  studies and comprehensive
plans. This would have been costly and all
except New Smyrna Beach felt is was un-
needed. The whole study will be reviewed
in two years to get ready to start the 2035
proposal. Nora Jane Gillespie

Daytona Beach Shores City Council
After several sessions in which
Councilman, Ron Brown took the time to
more clearly explain issues before the
Council, the Shores has slipped back to
open and shut meetings with little to no
clarification for the audience. I'm hoping
this is just temporary. The sentence or
two of the ordinance or resolution in the
agenda is not sufficient for most members
of the audience to understand or
participate in government  action.

Ponce Inlet Town Council

Evergreen completed a comprehensive
study of town staff salaries and found
them to be on average 11% below the
norm. Some of the positions are in need
of re-classification due to changes over
the years in overall responsibilities.  Not
surprising ly staff has a higher than
average turn -over -rate. Mayor Epps
recommended that the town complete a
study every two to three years to avoid
slipping back, because turn -over is not
cost -effective. Councilman Tony Goudie
expressed concern that the Council also
needs to heed the review of their
compensation. Results of the audit for
town spending have received a favorable



review in the last two audits. It was
heartening to hear that they have a 192
day reserve in surplus funds for a
catastrophic event whic h is in the top of
the range for their peer group.

There was discussion and need for
clarification regarding the management
and leasing agreement with the Davis
property (historical post office site) after
restoration.  The relationship  with
government and private entities come
under the Sunshine Law.

The town council agreed that they did not
wish to take back management of the
beaches from the County. It was felt that
the cooperation they now have with the
County was a good mix.

Ormond Beach City Commiss ion
Commissioner Kelley reported that
Ormond Beach level of water use has not
changed in 10 years!

Chief Baker, Fire department, expressed
concern about the reduction to two rather
than three Advance Life Support
personnel. The police department will be
able to add 1 or 2 policemen to the staff
as a result of reductions in office
personnel. In response to the Mayors
signing onto Climate Protections
Agreement, Mayor Costello indicated that
the City’s Hybrid Vehicle had not paid for
itself yet. After the meeting Maritza
directed him to a web site which would
give him more information to make an
informed decision.

The Commission is continuing negotiations
with the Firefighters Association in an
effort to contain the expense burden for
the tax payers. One of the May
Commission meeting dates was changed
so the commissioners can attend a day of
lobbying in Washington DC with an
emphasis on lobbying for assistance in
funding for a controversial development
called Ormond Crossings. This proposed
development has gene rated concerns in
the past regarding the expansion of school
enrollment and the burden on services:
water, fire protection, emergency service
etc. It has also generated interest as it
may create additional jobs and revenues
for the city. Residents of Forest Hills
object to a new Dunkin Donuts drive -in
project which was approved pending
enhancement of turn traffic areas

and landscaping. Maritza  Patterson

Daytona Beach City Commission
(4/16/08)

Propo sed sending all site/development
plans to the Planning Board, as opposed
to final decisions being made at the
Redevelopment Board level for all site
plans which are no more than 20,000
square feet. Those speaking against the
issue mentioned that such actio n if
approved would: add another level of
bureaucracy to getting approval; slow
down much needed development in the
city; reduce the power/influence  of
citizens who live in the area near the
projects. The redevelopment boards don't
want the change, and tim es are tough
enough for businesses without making it
more difficult. Those who favored the
change stated there are fewer citizens on
the redevelopment boards; some
members don't live in the city; could send
it just to Planning Board and not the City
Commis sion to reduce layers of
bureaucracy; and would allow for
increased citizen input. The Mayor
requested that they pass the ordinance on
first reading so that could get more citizen
input on the issue. The Ordinance was
passed on first reading by a vote of 4-3
(with Mayor Ritchey casting the swing
vote, along with Commissioners Shiver,
Woods and McKay -Vaughan). Due to Zone
6 Commissioner Cassandra Reynolds
being out of town for the next meeting,
she requested the second reading be
continued until the June 4 Commission
meeting which was agreed to by the rest
of the City Commissioners. Regarding
the City of Daytona Beach taking over
some beach services, several on the City
Commissioners  voiced concern over
language suggesting their desire to take
over beach services, in part or whole.
They felt the media (The News -Journal in
particular) had taken statements out of
context on both the city and county parts.
The Mayor, City Manager and City
Commissioner  Shiver expressed that their
desire was not to take over beach
services, while asserting that there may
be some services the city can assist the
county with, at no cost to them, to make
the beach a better place for tourists and
residents alike. None had a desire to
create ill will with the county. The City
Manager stated he talks to the County
Manager at least every other week and
that they have no problem

communicating. However, to members of



the Commission, communication/dialog The vote was taken and the amended

was needed and desired. After deletion of resolution was approved by a vote of 6-1
language inferring the city wanted to take (Commissioner  Shiela McKay -Vaughan
over beach services, they still wanted to dissenting).

serve notice of the city's desire to discuss Gwen Azama -Edwards

partnering ideas by the May 1 deadline.

@'vv'vvvv"vv'Vvvv@

LWVF Legislative Seminar
March 16 -18, 2008, Tallahassee, FL
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LWVVC Members at 2008 LWVF Legislative Seminar in the Governor Club (left to right): Nancy Ryan,
Chris Moseley, Maritza Patterson, Claudia Roth, Sandy Horikami, Rosem arie Gore & Gwen Azama
Edwards

Your local Volusia County LWV had six delegates to the Legislative Seminar. Joining us was
Nancy Ryan, LWVVC member and LWVF Board Member. It was a hectic three days that was
full of activites and wonderful experiences.

Workshops started the activities: Reapportionment  Reform; Climate Change and
Membership Organization. The first was on the status of redistricting presented by Ben
Wilcox, Executive Director of Common Cause and Caroline Emmons -Schramm of LWVF.
There will be a petition drive for an amendment in the 2010 ballot that will create standards
for legislative and congressional districts. Sue Dudley from LWV of Alachua County who
spoke to us about Climate Change in February led a discussion on what the League should
do about Climate Change issues. After dinner, our lobbyist Jeanne Zokovitch, discussed the
state of the Legislature at the time regarding our Legislative Priorities. Following that there
was the last workshop regarding Membership led by Diedre Macnab (LWV Orange County)
and Pam Goodman (LWV Palm Beach County).

Monday morning we all attended the Legislative

Overview in the Capitol Cabinet Room where

Legislators spoke to Leaguers. Among those who

spoke to us was Volusia County’s own Rep.

Dorothy Hukill (Dist. 28) (see right) who

presented her bill HR991 (companion bill

SB2276, Senator E. Lynn, Dist. 7), “Voice of the

People Act’ that will require public input at all

local meetings. LWV supports her bill. Others that spoke to the Leaguers were Jeremy



Susac, Director of the Florida Energy Office, Rep. Curtis Richardson (Dist. 8), Rep. Dan
Gelber, House Minority Leader (Dist. 106), Rep. Tony Sasso Il (Dist. 32), Sen. Charlie

Justice (Dist. 16) and Rep Darren Soto (Dist. 49). Senate President Ken Pruitt (Dist. 28)
later spoke to a representative group of Leaguers in his office.

On Monday afternoon and Tuesday, we were able to connect with our Legislators or their
aides. We were able to meet and/or leave “Talking Points” of our legislative priorities with
Rep. Sandy Adams (Dist. 33), Rep. Joyce Cusack, Dem Leader pro tem (Dist.27), Rep. Alan
Hays (Dist. 25), Rep. Pat Patterson (Dist. 26), Rep. Joe Pickens (Dist 21), Sen. Carey Baker
(Dist. 20), Sen. Tony Hill, Minority Lead Whip (Dist. 1), Sen. Jim King, Jr. (Dist. 8), and
Sen. Evelyn Lynn (Dist. 7). Some of us attended committee meetings: Tax and Budget
Reform Commission; Governor's Action Team on Energy and Climate Change; and Senate
Transportation ~ Committee.

Monday evening we listened to Secretary Thom as G. Pelham of the Department of
Community Affairs (DCA) give a survey of the issues that they have faced over the year,
including the controversial marina development in DeBary on the Wekiva River that we
actively worked against. He also spoke about coastal zone management, proposed
hometown democracy changes, energy use and consumption, land use issues including the
sun setting Florida Forever Program, and the future of the DCA. Secretary Pelham spoke on
issues that are dear to the hearts of Leaguers and we listened with avid interest.

Tues morning, we had a breakfast buffet at the Governor's Club where Martha Barnett, a
member of the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission spoke to us about the work that
the commission is currently engaged in. Tax and Budget is on every Floridian’s mind
nowadays, so this was a topic of interest to us. Ms. Barnett has served on this commission
20 years ago and on the Constitution Revision Commission ten years ago.

We were proud to represent you at the 2008 Florida Legisla tive Seminar. Thank you for your
continued support. You may keep up with the LWV Legislative Priorities in the current
legislature by reading the “Capitol Report” on the LWVF Web site, www.LWVfla.org . During
the legis lative session, there will be a new issue every Friday.

by Sandy Horikami

New Redistricting Reform _ Effort Launched!

Common Cause Florida and the League of Women Voters of Florida
have begun a new effort to reform the redistricting process. We
attended a workshop presented by Ben Wilcox of Common Cause
Florida describing the two petitions filed with the Division of
Elections in the Secretary of State’s Office by the political
committee,  FairDistrictsFlo rida.org . The petitions, which have been
approved, would create new requirements for drawing congressional
and legislative districts. If the proposed constitutional amendments
are adopted by Florida voters, congressional and legislative districts
could not be drawn to favor incumbents or political parties. Districts
would have to ensure that racial or language minorites have the
opportunity  to fully participate in the political process and elect representatives of their
choice. They would also have to be compact, contiguous and utilize existing city, county and
geographical boundaries. The petitions will give Florida voters the opportunity to end the
political manipulation  of districts by the legislature to protect incumbents and enhance
political party power. Go to www.commoncause.org/atf/cf/ %7BFB3C17E2 -CDD1 -4DFE6 -
92BE - BD4429893665%7D/FDFPetition.pdf to download the petitions . by Christina  Moseley

Taxation _and Budget Reform Commission (TBRC) Meeting

The Taxation and Budget Reform Commission (TBRC) met as a full Commission on March
17, 2008. The meeting was scheduled and held from 10 AM to 6 PM. | attended the

meeting following the legislator presentations in the morning. | came into the meeting at
the tail end of discussion on item 4: Committee Substitute (CS) for Constitutional Proposal



0002 by Finance and Taxation Committee, with Commissioners McKay, Rouson and Les
Miller, which was held in the Senate Building, in Morris Hall. Per discussion this CS will:
allow the people of Florida to vote on the issue; help education; force the legisl ature to take
back their responsibility to fund education; give the legislature flexibility to fund education
in alternative way; and need to also cap impact fees, etc. and spending. It was stated that
the statewide budget for education levied by School Board’s ad valorem property taxes in
the form of Required Local Effort (RLE) is about $ 9.6 billion, about $ 3.3 billion would come
from the proposed one cent additional state sales tax; and if repealed, about $ 2.15 billion
from sales tax exemptions (the maximum felt to be available), leaving about $ 4 to 5 billion
to make up via expansion of sales tax to internet sales, or expansion of sales tax on to
services —any of these can be used in part or total or other funding avenues, all of which will
be up to the legislature to determine but all required dollars to fund education statewide
must be provided by them first, in the budget, before funding anything else. It also requires
the legislature to review the sales tax exemptions which will sunset and will have to be
reviewed by the legislature; future exemptions must be for the benefit of all and reviewed
as a whole. This CS also included a 5% cap on property tax increases for non -homesteaded
properties (such as commercial, rental, or related), with language that holds the other ballot
language harmless if this or any part of the ballot is found to be unconstitutional, so it will
have a severability clause. This is important because it is felt that this 5% cap on non -
homesteaded properties will create similar inequities for businesses as Save Our Homes has
for homesteaded properties, but such a thing with businesses gets into commerce problems
on the federal level. The ballot issue will go to the voters in referendum this November, and
to be effective if approve d by the voters January 2009 (the effective date of the ballot issue
may be changed). This item passed by a vote of 21-4, only 17 votes are required for an
item to be approved by the TBRC which has a total Of 25 members, this would be a 2/3
supermajority  vote. Several members of the Commission asked to be added on as a sponsor
to this Constitutional Proposal. The final language of the proposal will be drafted and then
brought back to the Commission for approval (language only). The next issue that was
consi dered that session was item 8: Statutory Recommendation 0013 by the Finance and
Taxation Committee. This item has to do with the presumption of correctness for property
appraisals which presume the property appraiser’s valuation of property to be the corre ct
one, leaving it to property owners to prove their case. A substitute amendment was
presented prior to a vote on this issue requiring the value adjustment board to consider
zoning changes and current permitting, assessing based on “value in use” instead of
“highest and best use.” This would be a recommendation to the legislature to approve these
changes to the Florida Statutes. by Gwen Azama -Edwards

Meeting _with _the Senate President Ken Pruitt

Senator Ken Pruitt represents district 28 which includes
parts of Indian River, St. Lucie, Okeechobee, and Palm
Beach counties. He was elected to the Senate in 2000
and served in the House of Representatives from 1990
to 2000. His background is in real estate.

Senator Pruitt met with the League of Women Voters and reports that Florida has the sixteenth largest
economy in the world. This legislative session has less money to spend than last year and revenues will
continue to drop. Nevertheless, they plan to continue to invest in Florida’s infrastructu re with
nonrecurring dollars.

Other items on the planned agenda:
1. Keep pressure on property insurance reform.
2. Move on an alternate energy policy.
3. Create a successor program to Florida Forever.

The fight between the legislature and the Board of Governors over who will fund higher education
continues. The Senate plans to place a constitutional amendment on the November ballot asking voters
to recreate the cabinet position of Education Commissioner and to give the legislature the power to raise



tuition. When Jeb Bush was Governor the voters elected to dissolve the position of Education
Commissioner in a constitutional amendment.

Finally, they plan to partner with Alex Sink and the Department of Financial Services to implement
penalties on companies that scam seniors.

Deidre Macnab asked Senator Pruitt if any of the planned legislation would include a way to measure the
success of the legislation like the FCATmeasures schools. He did not give a direct answer.

Gwen Azama-Edwards asked about the so-called glitch bill from the Division of Elections Director. Senator
Pruitt said they would support whatever the Governor's Office requested, and ensure it moved through
the Senate. He also said that unlike the House, they do not tell the Committee Chairs what to do. Each of
them run their own committees, and as Senate President he supports what they and the Governor want
to see happen. by Claudia Roth

Proposed bills by Representative Joyce Cusack

We interviewed Nanci Cornwall, legislative assistant to Joyce Cusack (District 27) who shared with us
several of Representative Cusack’s proposals for the 2008 Legislative session.

1- HB 153 - HIV/AIDS s a “clean-up Bill with rewording and streamline requirements for
continuing credits for health care professionals including health care facilities. This has
passed the Health Innovations Committee and is awaiting a hearing at the Health Care
council on 3/25/08

2- HB 709 - This bill would allow coverage for amino-acid based formulas. 800 families
currently require this type of formula for their infants. Currently reimbursed if infant is fed
through a gastric tube.

3- HB 859 - Medicaid Managed care Plan-Requires Medicaid managed care plans to continue
to offer services while prior authorization is processed ie: If the enrollee has a case worker
and a treatment plan this bill would allow coverage to continue during a transition period if the
health care insurance is changed. It also requires prompt payment to provider an allows for a
grievance process

4- HB 1197 -creates a lead based paint reduction program provides for a trust fund and
requires DOH to prepare a fact sheet for consumers

5- HB 615 -Juneteenth Independence Day requiring a gubernatorial declaration of a uniform
Junteenth day to fall each year on the Saturday closest to June 19"

by Maritza  Patterson

Secretary Thomas G. Pelham, Department of Community Affairs (DCA)

Tom Pelham served as Secretary of DCA from 1987 -91 under Governor Bob Martinez. He
was returned to that same office by Charlie Crist on January 8, 2007. This is an office he is
well qualified to lead with his thirty years of experience with Florida’'s environmental,
planning, and growth management programs at all levels of government.

Secretary Pelham chose to center his discussion on League priorities: protection of aquatic
environments  such as Lake Jackson in Leon County and Taylor County. Both are examples
of treasured fishing havens of Florida which are threatened by our unbridled growth. In the
past year the Wekiva preserve was saved by DCA from the impacts of a proposed marina on
the river in DeBary. The Everglades restoration is a work in progress important in aiding in
the protection and preservation of water resources.

State legislature mandates water supply must be adequate to support future development
by a plan for a 10-year water supply facility, whether it is by alternative water supply, water
reuse, or conservation programs all of which are set forth in the respective local
comprehensive plan. Dade County attempted a westward Urban Growth Boundary

expansion into the Everglades. This failed with the inability to reach compliance on the
water supply compliance issue. The fact is South Florida is simply running out of water
supply for new development.
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In general we have failed in Coastal Zone Management due to past laws which have allowed
an increase in density without standards. Perdido Key in Escambia County was devastated
due to hurricanes. They are once again increasing density, and are now in negotiations. To
allow increases in density in the coastal areas certain conditions must be met: a 16-hour
hurricane evacuation time must be met; a hazard mitigation plan must be in place to reduce
log-term risk to life and property from hazard risk, and there must be a limitation on public
expenditures.

Under the terms of the proposed Hometown Democracy movement a local government may
not adopt an amendment until a public referendum has been held and approved it.
Secretary Pelham does not believe this is a good solution. He feels local com prehensive
plans are being amended too frequently. It is intended that amendments to a
comprehensive  plan be permitted only twice a year, but there are 34 exceptions. Plan
amendments have gotten out of hand and need to change. The public should have a 30-day
advance notice of public meetings involving amendments in order that they might be
informed and can present their views.

The DCA will repeal most of the exceptions. There will be text amendments to propose only
one change per year in the comp plan. A supermajority vote will be required unless in a
large number of cases, changes are to water down --- not strengthen plans.

By executive order Gov. Crist has directed amending the state building code to increase
energy efficiency by 15% within one year, and energy efficiency on electrical appliances is
to be increased by 15% also. It has been established that 40% of carbon emissions are
from transportation  systems --- mostly automobiles --- so if a decrease in carbon emissions is
called for, it follows transport ation and land use must be addressed. There is a need to
provide transportation alternatives, and sprawl must be eliminated.

Florida Forever, the funding source for acquisition of environmentally  sensitive land, will
probably survive this legislative session and be budgeted for three hundred million dollars
for the coming year. Florida Communities Trust (FCT) under the DCA is a state acquisition
grant program that basically confines funding to local governments for parks and recreation,
historical resource s, and natural resource needs identified in the comp plan. Of the one
hundred applications filed for FCT grants only the top twenty applications were awarded
funding out of the sixty -six million dollars budget. At this time there is less reason to be
fearf ul that FCT will be moved out from under DCA’'s control. DCA has suffered deep cuts in
their professional staff. All state agencies are up for review. DCA is up for its sunset review
in 2009. We of the League support the continuation of DCA and will resist its demise.

by Rosemarie Gore

Martha _Barnett . TBRC Member

Martha Barnett, Tallahassee Attorney, current

member of the Tax and Budget Reform Commission

(TBRC) and prior member of the first TBRC following

approved referendum approximately 17 years ago,

also served on the 1998 Constitutional

Revision Commission.  One or the other of these

groups meets every ten years. TBRC Constitutional

Amendments/recommen dations go straight to the

ballot for voters unless requiring statutory action on the part of the legislature, in which
case they make Statutory Recommendations which fall under the authority of the legislature
to act on or not. Allan Bense, the former Speaker of the House is the current Chair of the 25
member TBRC. They have spent about eight months in the committee process and these
recent two months finalizing ballots for constitutional amendments and making statutory
recommendations  to the legislature, which must be completed by May 4 to get work
products to the Secretary of State for the November ballot. Required Local Effort (RLE) in
the beginning was 25 % of the funding formula providing uniformity statewide (FETP), and
now it exceeds 50+% -dictated by the State Legislature. So one of the Amendments
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approved by the TBRC is the buyout of RLE via a number of sources such as repeal of
exemptions burden shifting to those benefiting from the sales tax exemption (they would be
repealed subject to reenactm ent); and $ 3-4 billion that would come from the allowed one
cent sales tax; and other sources. The expansion of sales taxes to include sales tax on
services which are not currently taxed would also be back on the table if the legislature so
choose -but this is unlikely. Citizens will have a major property tax reduction resulting in an
$ 8 billion shift and that is important. It is complicated and will take a lot for citizens to
understand it. The ballot language has to be approved by the Court. If it is approved by
the voters it will result in a major (tax) shift. Florida is moving to more of a consumption tax
state than a property tax or related state. Amendments having to do with class size and the
retention of funding for same were TP (temporarily post poned) and voted down

respectively. It is a constitutional requirement/  paramount duty of the State to provide free
public education. A vote on limiting/capping fees like impact, water/sewer, and related fees
local governments can charge to citizens, to be forthcoming. by Gwen Azama -Edwards

STATEMENT OF LWVFE 2008 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Government in Florida: Promote an open government that is responsive to the people of
the state.

Equitable  Taxation: = Support a state fiscal structure that is equitab le in its
distribution  of the tax responsibility and responsive to public needs.

Redistricting: Support  single -member election districts that are equal in population,
provide access for minorities, and are not determined by the legislature.

Citizen Initi atives including the Statutory Initiative: Support the citizens’ right
to have both constitutional and statutory initiatives.

Natural Resources and Sustainability: Promote an environment beneficial to life through
the protection and wise management of nat ural resources in the public interest, and support
governmental action that results in sustainability

Protection and restoration of the water supply: Support public policies that
promote conservation of freshwater and its availability for environmental, public
supply, agricultural, industrial and mining uses on a priority basis.

Coastal Management: Support intergovernmental stewardship of and fiscal
responsibility for the Florida coast, under the management of the state, while
recognizing the dominance of nature and the role of the sand transport system.

Energy: Support environmentally  sound policies that reduce energy growth rates,
emphasize energy conservation and encourage the use of renewable resources.

Civics Education:  Promote the teaching of civic s education in public and private schools.

Your delegates at the end of Legislative Seminar  2008.
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Voter Service Report

If you don't have your tickets to Politicos on Parade —call Pat Gadbaw now! We have 19
politicians read y to model and help us raise much needed funds for this upcoming

political season! We have all of the County Council, all of the School Board, and some of
our mayors and city commission members who will be in attendance on May 10™. Don't
miss out on thi s opportunity to support the League and support your elected officials who
have been so gracious to join us! We also want to thank our two presenting sponsors for
Politicos on Parade, Florida Power & Light and the International Speedway Corporation.
They believe in us and our mission of educating voters to make informed decisions.

Once again, many of our local businesses have taken out ads to show their support. We
will have the names of all of the companies and individuals who have helped us posted
on our website through the general election in November. Support these businesses, let
them know you are a League member, and tell them you appreciate all that they do!!

We have a busy election cycle before us in 2008. We are planning candidates forums,
support for organizations who would like our assistance to conduct forums, making
ourselves available to explain proposed amendments to the Florida Constitution, and we
are gearing up to engage the candidates in a dialogue that we can post on our website,
just as we did with the municipal elections in 2007. We are exploring the possibility of
getting at least one forum on television this year, too. We are busy and we need your
help. If you are interested in helping with Voter Service, please contact Ann Smith.

Thank you to the Politicos on Parade committee that has worked so hard to give us a
successful biennial fundraiser.  This effort is a success because of Pat Gadbaw, Ann
Harrell, Larry Moore, Chris and John Moseley, Maritza Patterson, Claudia Roth, and of
course -YOU!! See you on May 10™ at the Palmetto Club at 10:30 a.m.

Connecting with Students at DBC’'s Safe Spring Break Event

Mary Derr and Claudia Roth represented the League of Women Voters of Volusia
County at DBCs Safe Spring Break event on March 5, 2007 on the Daytona Beach
campus. Students learned about LWVVC’smission and made inquiries about voting
and voter issues. We had a wonderful display board that is an enlarged version of
our membership brochure made by Maritza Patterson . The display board will be
used at similar events in the future. Safe Spring Break event used a clever idea to
make sure students visited the different booths. After visiting a booth the student’s
ticket was stamped; with 10 stamps they could turn it in for a free lunch! Our
participation at the event was a success!

Claudia Roth
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SEE THE FOLLOWING UPDATES ON OUR WEBSITE www.lwvvc.org

The LWVVC Positions (http://www.lwvvc.org/positions.html ) have been updated to reflect
changes approved at the Annual Meeting.

The Bylaws (http://www.lwvvc.org/bylaws.doc ) were updated to reflect the changes in

wording approved at the Annual Meeting.

Sue Dudley’s presentation on Climate Change, which was given at the February 9, 2008
general meeting, has been added to the website. It is linked from the Current Issues and
Hot Topics page. (http:/lwvvc.org/issues.html ). Betty Johnson

THANK YOU

for your donations to the

JuDY MOORE MEMORIAL LWVVC EDUCATION FUND
March 7-April 19, 2008

Kathryn Burke, Muskogee, OK
Lois Filipic

Rita Knorr, Chicago, IL

Len & Lynn Lempel

Louis “Larry” Moore

Thomas Smith, Chicago, IL

*Ky & Quynhchan Tran, Plano, TX
Karla Wadeson, Portland, OR
*multiple  donation s

March 15, 2008 General Meeting April 12, 2008 Annual Meeting
Thrive by Five: Ensuring Hope, Health and Happiness Creating Support -Mental Health Issues
in Early Childhood.

(left to righty Mary Derr, Lynn Kennedy & Carrie Garnett Baird

from One Voice for Volusia , Summer Clayton and Maritza Patterson.

(Mary, Summer and Maritza —Children’'s Committee members) Speaker: Ms. Janet Miller,
CEO of Act Corporation
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