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CCII VVII CC  HHEEAALLTT HH::  WW HHAATT ’’SS  OOUURR  DDII AAGGNNOOSSII SS??  
 

Jason Caros 
Volusia County Schools, K-12 Social Studies Curriculum Specialist  

Charles Brinkerhoff   
Volusia County Teaching American History Grant, District Administrator  

 

April 24, 2010  
10AM –12:45 PM          

Lunch $15 

Palmetto Club 
1000 S. Beach Street, Daytona Beach 

 

RSVP by April 19, 2010 to Summer Clayton 
summer_c2@bellsouth.net 

Cancellations after April 19 will be invoiced.  
 

Check in at 10 a.m., Speakers at 10:15 a.m., Lunch at 11a.m., 
Business Meeting at 11:45 a.m. 



Dear Leaguers, 
 

It’s Annual Meeting time! Join us for our once a year business meeting! We will vote on next 
year’s budget, your new board members and the proposed changes in our Children’s Services 
positions by the Children’s Committee.  We will also discuss the state league’s transportation 

study and whether we want to do a local study.  
 

In addition to the business part of the annual meeting, we also have a program lined up that will be of great 
interest to leaguers—civic awareness. Jason Caros and Charles Brinkerhoff of Volusia County Schools will be 
presenting this important issue.  
 
Florida’s legislature is in session! Remember you can follow league issues in the Capitol Reports. Go to 
www.lwvfla.org and click on Capitol Reports to get the latest reports.  You may also find out what’s happening 
in the State House and Senate by going on www.myfloridahouse.gov and www.flsenate.gov, respectively.  
 

Save May 22 for Politicos on Parade! It is our biennial fundraiser and we have a great time having a fashion 
show with modeling elected officials. See the Politicos Ad in the Voter to get the details about this event.  
 

I will see you at the Annual Meeting!!  
 

Sandy Horikami  
LWVVC President 
 
 

 
 

Speakers for Annual Meeting Program: Civic Health: What’s Our Diagnosis  

Jason Caros is the K-12 Social Studies Curriculum Specialist for Volusia County Schools.  He 
has served in district administration for ten years, and taught high school American and 
World History for seven years.  Jason is active in Social Studies education at the state level; he 
is past president of the Flori da Association of Social Studies Supervisors, Vice President of the 
Florida Council for the Social Studies, and serves as legislative chair for both organizations.  

He served as a framer and writer for Florida’s Next Generation Social Studies Standards, and is currently 
a member of a committee to create the state’s first end-of-course exam in American History.  In 2008 
Jason was awarded the Mel Miller Social Studies Supervisor of the Year award by the National Social 
Studies Supervisors Association.  His wi fe is a high performing teacher at DeLand High School and they 
have two wonderful children.  

 
Charles Brinkerhoff graduated from Mainland High School and earned his B.A. and M.Ed 
from Stetson University.   In his 23 year teaching and coaching career, he taught every level 
of American history and social studies at the high school level including Advanced 
Placement American and European History.  As a high school basketball coach, he led the 
Mainland Boys Basketball team to three state championships.  Currentl y, he serves as a 
district level administrator in the Volusia County Teaching American History Grant.  He also 

serves as the Volusia County Community Resource Coordinator for the Florida Joint Center for 
Citizenship.  Charles has three children in the Volusia County public school system.  He currently resides 
in Port Orange.  

 
 



LWVVC PROGRAM: PUBLIC POLICY POSITIONS 
 COUNTY CHARTER 

            The League 

�x Supports protections of the County Charter and its principles, to include monitoring County 
Council to ensure that the principles are implemented. 

�x Supports an appointed (rather than elected) sheriff, property appraiser, and supervisor of 
elections, all with professional qualifications.  

 
GOVERNMENT (revised position adopted 4/28/07)  

 
   The League of Women Voters of Volusia County is concerned about the negative consequences of rapid 

growth throughout the region.  In order to preserve the quality of life in Volusia County: 
�x LWVVC supports Volusia County and the municipalities within its borders working 

together to     protect the environment while providing reasonable use of the land and 
restricting the use of wetland mitigation.  

  
�x LWVVC supports buffering of environmentally sensitive land and water bodies and 

encourages      developing open, recreational  and green spaces to enhance and maintain 
quality of life within the county and its municipalities.   

 
�x LWVVC supports giving public interest priority regarding the conservation of our natural 

habitats in Volusia County. 
 

�x LWVVC supports increased consideration to potable water issues, including  the assurance 
of clean water in the Comprehensive Plans of Volusia County and its municipalities.   

 
�x LWVVC supports development of effective drainage systems to improve recharge and 

retention areas and reduce flooding in Volusia County and its municipalities.  
   

�x LWVVC encourages Volusia County and its municipalities to work together to direct 
regional growth in a responsible manner.   

 
�x LWVVC supports that any comprehensive-plan amendment or rezoning that permits 

increased residential density may be approved only if adequate public schools can be 
timely planned and   constructed to serve the projected increase in student population.    

 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

   1. The League of Women Voters of Volusia County supports efforts to conserve and protect our 
water supply as an essential part of ecosystem management.  These efforts include: 

a. The County Council’s continued implementation of Volusia County’s stormwater management 
ordinance. 

b. LWVVC’s continued participation in the LWV Coalition to monitor the St. Johns River Water 
Management District.  

c. Sound management of Volusia County’s designated sole source aquifer. 
d. Protection of Volusia County’s recharge area. 
e. Establishment of a county-wide entity to govern water usage. 
  

2.      LWVVC opposes the development of a Ponce Inlet Marina. 
 
 



 
STORMWATER 

 
1. Because stormwater basins and sub-canal systems cross city/commu nity boundaries, LWVVC 

believes that Volusia County should be primarily responsible for their maintenance. 
2.  LWVVC supports both county and local stormwater fees. 
 

3.  There should be incentives for using reclaimed water. 
 

4.  Local municipalities should include street sweeping in their stormwater management plans. 
 

5.  In addition to preventing flooding, effective stormwater management plans must provide for:  
a)   reduction of pollutants entering the waterways. 
b)   reduction of desalination of salt water tributaries in the county. 
c)   reclamation of stormwater to reduce the demands on the aquifer. 
d)   reduction of runoff pollution entering the aquifer. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES (revised position adopted 4/12/08)  

 
The League of Women Voters of Volusia County supports efforts to make children’s services a priority in 
Volusia County with the emphasis on: 

�x Prenatal health care for pregnant women 
�x Comprehensive health care for children from birth to eighteen 
�x High quality, age appropriate educational services for children from birth to eighteen 

 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND CARE – ZERO TO FIVE 
(revised position adopted 4/12/08)  

 

The League of Women Voters of Volusia County supports the following recommendations to the Florida 
legislature:   

�x Amend statutes to require improved ratios of adults to children.  

�x Provide funding to assist child care programs to become Gold Seal certified.  

�x Increase the payment rate per subsidized child to child care providers.   

�x Develop and implement a state-wide quality rating system of child care programs.  The rating  

system should include program curriculum and environment and be available to the public. 

�x Require licensing of all Family Child Care Homes. 

�x Provide funding for adequate licensing personnel. 

 
Recommendation for community involvement:  

�x Develop facilities for night and weekend child care.  

�x Develop alternative programs for children who have temporary illnesses. 

�x Encourage companies to collaborate on establishing quality child care for employees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PROPOSED CHANGES BY CHILDREN’S COMMITTEE 
 
In place of Children’s Services and Early Childhood Education and Care—Zero to Five, the Children’s 
Committee propose the following revision:  
 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES (proposed revision 4/24/2010)  
 

The League of Women Voters of Volusia County supports making children’s services a top priority in 
Volusia County with an emphasis on: 

§ Prenatal health care that includes screenings for maternal and fetal wellbeing; maternal 
screenings and treatment for social- emotional health and for addictions. 

 

§ Comprehensive healthcare for children that includes preventive screenings and timely 
treatment of physical, emotional and behavioral problems. 

 

§ Age appropriate educational programs for children that includes access to factual 
programs in sex education, parenting, child development and addictive substances. 

 
The League of Women Voters of Volusia County supports the following recommendations for local 
legislative or community action: 
 

�x Create a resource center to collect, coordinate and disseminate information about services 
to children available in Volusia County, that will be made available to parents and 
professionals working with children. 

 

�x Require training of all child care personnel in child development and behavioral 
interventions.  

 

�x Require licensure of all family child care homes. 
 

�x Encourage employers to provide or subsidize childcare for employees. 
 

 
 

Current Elected LWVVC Officers and Director s 
 

President    Sandra Horikami (2009-2011) 
First Vice-President  Claudia Roth (2009-2011) 
Second Vice-President  Maritza Patterson (2009-2011) 
Secretary    Vacant 
Treasurer   Christina Moseley (2008-2010) 

 
Directors (2009-2011) Directors (2008-2010) Nominating Committee (2009-2010) 
Rosemarie Gore  Betty Johnson  Kay Semion, Chair 
Linda Sullivan   Ann H. Smith  Ann Harrell 
Gwen Azama-Edwards    Carolyn West 

 
 

Nominated Officers and Directors  
 

  Secretary    Jean Snyder (2010-2012) 
Treasurer   Christina Moseley (2010-2012) 

   
  Directors (2010-2012)  Nominating Committee (2010-2011) 
  Betty Johnson   Kay Semion, Chair 
  Ann Smith   Ann Harrell 
  Joanne Pinkston-McDuffie  Carolyn West 

 
 



LWVVC Budget  

INCOME:  
2007-08 
Budget  

2008-09 
Budget  

2009-10 
Budget  

2010-11 
Proposed  

  Membership Dues 4,275 4,350 4025 3,800 

  Ed Fund Transfer for Florida PMP       550 

  Contributions  500 900 500 500 

  (Membership Fund--moved to Restricted)  75       

  Fundraising  4,000 700 4000 700 

  Interest  5 6 6 6 

  Meetings  900 900 1500 2,500 

  The Voter Sponsorship  500 250 100 100 

  Other Income 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal  $10,255  $7,106 $10,131  $8,156 

EXPENSE: 
 
A. Operating Expenses          

  PO Box 65 70 70 70 

  Postage  300 450 375 375 

  Printing 175 175 175 175 

  Supplies 175 150 100 100 

  Telephone  490 490 490 490 

  Web page   100 100 100 

B. Board & Admin.  100 100 100 100 

C. Delegate Expenses

LWVF Convention 400 0 0 0

LWVF Legislative Seminar 472 0 487 0

LWVUS Convention 1,000 0 487 0

D. PMP

LWVF 1,112 1,131 1,047 1,140

LWVUS 2,291 2,332 2,351 2,219

E. The Voter Expense 750 700 600 600 

F. Meetings, Pubs, Award 1,000       

  Meetings    900 1500 2,500 

  Publications    108 100 0 

  Awards    100 100 100 

G. Fundraising  1,600 100 1900 100 

H. Miscellaneous          

  Other 200 150 100 37 

  Workshops  50 50 50 50 

  (Membership Fund--moved to Restricted)  75       

Subtotal $10,255 $7,106 $10,131 $8,156

RESTRICTED FUND BALANCES (approximate, refer to theTreasurer's Report) :

  Membership Fund   38 43 68 

  News-Journal Voter Service Grant 520 520 520 520 

  The Voter Sponsorship (moved to INCOME)  750       

  Grant from LWVUS    500 500 500 

  LWV Education Fund in Tallahassee.  ? 1,635 5,640 5,640 

Subtotal  $1,270 $2,692 $6,703 $6,728 

        

RECONCILED BANK BALANCE Restricted, as of 2/28/10 $6,728

Unrestricted, as of 2/28/10 $9,273

Total   $16,001



Study of LWVF Adopted Transportation Study 2009 -2011  
 

LWVF has adopted a study that would provide a foundation for consensus to advocate 
for effective multi -modal transportation systems. Local leagues should mirror the state’s  
study, which will research the Florida transportation planning process and funding 
options for the State’s comprehensive multi -modal transportation syste m. In addition, 
the study will investigate available dedicated funding sources. Studies should include 
best practices in other states and impact on communities resulting from effective multi -
modal transportation systems.  
At our Annual Meeting, we will dis cuss whether LWVVC will commit to the joining of the 
Transportation study that was adopted by LWVF.  
 
 

Blue Spring Working Group  
 

Carol Lippincott, working group coordinator, opened the March 10 th  meeting with a 
statement of special need for protecting Florida’s largest spring. The park, which 
surrounds the spring, is in itself in a high -density setting. The most promising method of 
assuring spring flow quantity is through conservation. Population will continue to 
contribute excessively to nitrates from use  of fertilizers and leaking septic tanks believed 
to be major offenders. Since 1972 the trend in the presence of nitrates has been 
increasing, and is running higher at Blue Spring than other springs. Applying more 
appropriate land use would reduce the comm ercial environment. Water quality would be 
improved with the reintroduction of native fish.  
  
The Park Services specialist reported the park has been working at capacity since 
Christmas. Twenty - three calves were born this season, and more manatees are comi ng 
every year.  
  
Robert A. Mattson of SJRWMD reported on the field study of submerged aquatic 
vegetation (SAV) such as algae and moss. The presence of SAV indicates the health of 
the spring. The work involves monitoring and mapping, along with calculating the total 
acreage of the thick vegetative spring runs. In contrast the Blue Spring boil is 
completely devoid of vegetation. The survey study will continue to encourage SAV 
development.  
  
The scientists had noticed responses of possible objection by the man atees as the 
armored catfish took the liberty of mounting the manatees. On occasion the manatees 
would do a complete body rotation supposedly with the intention of throwing the 
uninvited catfish. In conclusion the scientists determined the catfish were gra zing dead 
skin. The practice resulted in no injury to the manatee.  
 
The Blue Spring Working Group will meet again June 10 th .              Rosemarie Gore  
  
 

 
 
 
 



Fair Districts: Can Voters Finally Take Charge?  
 
Are you a Florida voter? If so, you should be paying close attention to two constitutional amendments that will, 
when passed, vastly increase accountability of your elected officials and increase the number of competitive 
elections in Florida. These are Amendments 5 and 6 and they will be on the November 2, 2010 ballot. 
 
For the past few years, citizens across the state, including members in LWVV have gathered petitions to work to 
end the manipulation of voting districts. This effort gathered over 1,650,000 signatures with bipartisan support. 
Not surprisingly, many legislators are attacking Amendments 5 and 6, using absurd arguments to confuse voters, 
and using our tax dollars to do it!   Of course, these legislators want to retain control over rigging election districts 
and ensure their own re-election. 
 
Our State Constitution states WHO will draw the election districts (the Legislature), but it does not stipulate HOW. 
So for years the incumbents have drawn their districts to ensure their own re-election. The districts are redrawn 
every 10 years after the federal census – but without any standards for drawing the district lines. Sophisticated 
mapping software allows politicians to cherry-pick their voters, creating messy districts that make no geographic 
sense. This often results in communities where most voters to not know who their representatives are. 
Gerrymandered districts – mapped with collusion between both major political parties – are assigned to be either 
Republican or Democratic.  It is no wonder that there are fewer really competitive elections in Florida than almost 
any state in the union! Incumbents are rarely defeated (a grand total of three in the last six years) and seats almost 
never change hands from one party to another.  Independents do not have a chance! 
 
The proposed amendments will set very simple standards, ensuring that districts are not drawn to benefit 
incumbents or political parties, but instead that they will be compact, contiguous and use existing county and city 
lines wherever possible. They also clearly say “districts shall not be drawn with the intent or result of denying or 
abridging the equal opportunity of racial or language minorities to participate in the political process or to diminish 
their ability to elect representatives of their choice.”  
 
Contrary to the arguments of a few members of Congress, the new language that will be in the Florida constitution 
guarantees that there will not be a reduction in minority representation.  Some elected leaders in Tallahassee are 
trying to confuse voters by saying that these amendments are somehow bad for minorities.  The facts show that 
this is blatant misinformation and that these elected officials are trying to perpetuate their own political power. 
 
Organizations that support the Fair Districts amendments include: the Florida League of Cities, The Florida League 
of Mayors, the Legislative Black Caucus, the Florida NAACP, the Florida Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials and 
Democracia Ahora as well as numerous individuals who are deeply concerned with minority representation and 
good government. Newspaper Editorial Boards across the state also favor this important change.  
 
If the Fair Districts Amendments pass in November, voters would have the ability to choose their elected officials 
instead of allowing politicians to pick their voters. Voters would have a greater opportunity to know who to write 
or call when they want to share views and ideas with officeholders – bringing accountability on issues of home 
insurance, school funding, property taxes, agency funding and so on. And voters would have more motivation to 
vote if their vote could make a real difference! 
 
For too long Florida has endured this divide-and-conquer approach. It is time to restore elections to the voters, and 
not allow Florida's state and congressional elected officials to rig the results. The League of Women Voters urges 
you to visit www.FairDistrictsFlorida.org, get involved and vote FOR Amendments 5 and 6 in November! 

 



SAVE THE DATE 
 

POLITICOS ON PARADE 
 

SPECIAL GUEST & EMCEE: 
 

HARRY BURNEY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, May 22, 2010 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

Palmetto Club 
 

Sponsorships, booklet ads, tables, and individual ticket opportunities are 
available. 

 
Contact: Ann Smith (ahsmith5@bellsouth.net)   

 
Mark your calendars now! 

 
 



Observer Corps 
January and February, 2010  

 

Our newest observer, Marti King, will be taking 
over Ormond Beach observation and as soon as 
Marti feels comfortable in that role, Mari tza 
Patterson will begin observing Daytona Beach. 
Gwen Azama-Edwards has resigned from the 
Daytona observation as she is involved with her 
census duties. 

  
 Edgewater City Council January 25, 2010 
 �x Accepted the last payment of the Water  
Authority of Volusia (WAV), $15,950.61, and put 
the dollars into Water/Sewer Fund.  
�x Biological  Consulting Services  Incorporated 
has contracted for removal of endangered 
gopher tortoises at new well field sites. 
�x Passed Ordinance 01-10 amends the 
Comprehensive Plan permitting the Miami Corps 
Restoration Project with the following changes; 
74.6 percent will be conservation; lakes moved 
eastward, Hammock homes pod and Strand 
removed. These changes are good until 2020 
Comprehensive Plan modif ication cycle. 
�x Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) 
enclaves industrial  sites with no more 
residential until 2017, unless already in the 
system.  

�x Amended the city charter Article five 
(elections) to meet all portion of state law. 
  
 New Smyrna Beach City Commission  
January 26, 2010 
  
�x Babe James Center will add a jobs training 
program. 
�x City elections will move to even year city 
elections. 
�x New land development regulations are being 
drafted. 
�x Discussed forming an economic development 
plan and appointment of a committee to work on 
items needed for the area. 
�x Now working on partnerships with Volusia 
County, Bert Fish, and neighboring cities. 
�x Myrtle Ave landscaping will only be possible if 
residents are willing to give up a portion of their 
property to the city for the right of way. 

�x Renewing of City leases for Anglers Club and 
Chamber of Commerce moved forward to 
Adjustment. 
�x Negotiating with Federal Department of 
Transportation on Dunn Lumber site which the 
city purchased with CRA funds to establish a turn 
lane onto West Canal off US 1. 
�x Reported on FEC property, including a possible 
rail station. They urged everyone to support the 
Jacksonville to Miami passenger rail service 
efforts. 
�x Mooring fields for area boats are being 
considered. 
�x Approved submerged land leases for Antonio 
Inland Properties to CRM Coronado Shores LLC, 
Smyrna Harbor Yacht Club Project, north 
Causeway, east of administrative office property.  
 �x Approved October settlement for Fire & 
Emergency Service Department for one year, 
with no raise for the police.  All three unions 
have a March 1 start date for contracts 
negotiations. 
�x Passed on final reading the annexation of 
twelve acres belonging to the Church of Christ, 
four acres to be used now for new church. 
March 9, 2010 , 
�x Smart Growth presentation from Mary 
Swiderski and Rafael Montalvo of Volusia 
Council of Governments (VCOG) included a 
request that the city add Map A to their 
Comprehensive Plan.   
�x Approved Daytona Beach Shores agreement to 
use Law Enforcement Training and Pistol range. 
�x Approved demolition of 332 Palm St, 715 Canal 
St and 305 Columbus Ave. 
�x Approved change order reducing contract by 
over $7 thousand dollars on Police Fire Public 
Safety Facility.  
�x Approved annexation application Votta/Art 
Center Blvd, at Sundance Trail.  
�x Passed Ordinance 17-10 extending 
water/sewer to 720 Glen Circle. 
�x Decided to pay for current value estimate on 
property and not use property tax value for 
Angliers Club’s offer to purchase city land where 
their facilities are located. 



Oak Hill City Commission  - March 8, 2010  
�x Worked on budget shortfall, will bring back 
suggestions to cut and shift at midyear.  
�x After one hour of citizen support comments, Lt. 
Diane Young, acting Police Chief was voted by 
motion as official chief.       Nora Jane Gillespie 
  
Ormond Beach City Commission   
March 2, 2010 
 

Police Chief Longfellow retires after 34 years. He 
served Ormond Beach in various capacities. 
Census presentation with a reminder that 
Ormond had a 72% return 10 years ago and the 
City should strive for a higher return!  
 

One item on the Consent Agenda stood out as it 
authorized an easement deed from the State of 
Florida to allow construction of sidewalk trails 
through Tomoka State Park. This will be part of 
the "Loop." 
 

First reading of all Ordinances passed without 
discussion. Included among these was an 
ordinance to allow for the alignment of the City 
of Ormond Beach Development Code regarding 
use and mitigation of Wetlands, to the Volusia 
County and St John’s Water Management District 
standard. 
 
Also passed on first reading, with minimal input, 
is an ordinance that will allow churches along 
Granada to place changeable electronic signs. 
This was originally limited to sites over 20 acres, 
however,  it was extended to all churches with 
the Lutheran Church requesting  that they be 
allowed to erect such a sign. A dissenting vote 
was cast by Mr. Kent, zone 2 Commissioner, on 
the basis of aesthetics as well as the possibility of 
merchants requesting the same signage. 
                                                      Maritza Patterson 

  
Port Orange City Council  
January/February 2010 
Spruce Creek retention pond:  Last month I 
reported that the city was purchasing three 
parcels of land, totaling 4-1/2 acres, outside the 
city limits in order to build a retenti on pond to 
correct inadequate drainage for nearby Port 
Orange subdivisions during heavy flooding.  This 
month the council was informed that the 

property would not provide the necessary 
acreage to build a storm water retention pond 
large enough to address the drainage issue.  The 
city had already purchased two of the parcels 
and withdrew its offer for the third.  The city 
now plans to run a drainage line from flood-
prone areas of Spruce Creek Road to the two 
parcels that were purchased.  This line will be 
used to pump excess water during emergency 
flooding only and run off will drain into Spruce 
Creek.   
Impasse in Fire Fighters’ Contract:  The contract 
between the city and the firefighters expired in 
December 2008.  Since that time, both parties 
have been in negotiations.  The city and union 
agreed to revisions in the contract that would 
increase the percentage the firefighter would be 
required to contribute to the pension fund from 
1/2% to 6%, eliminate a 5% promotion pay 
raise, and eliminate a 1% anniversary pay raise.  
The rank and file rejected the changes.  The city 
then suggested a 6% pay reduction which didn’t 
fly either.  A special magistrate reviewed the 
contract and made recommendations.  Most of 
the recommendations favored the firefighters.   
Forty-eight percent of the city’s payroll ($1.4 
million) is going to the firefighter pension plan 
this year.  That’s a 350% increase in seven years.  
A firefighter retired at age 48 after 24 years of 
service.  His annual pension is $58,242 and after 
3 years, he will receive an annual 3% cost of 
living.   
The city council voted to reject the magistrate’s 
recommendations and approve 
recommendations of the city manager that 
included a 6% wage cut to offset pension costs.  
This resolves the 2008-09 contract; however, the 
city and union will soon return to the bargaining 
table on agreements for 2009-10. 
Colony in the Woods on Clyde Morris has applied 
for annexation. This application should go 
through easily and will not have an effect on the 
comprehensive plan. They are currently on the 
water system but need to convert to the sewer 
system. There is a large set back to this 
manufactured home development which may 
eventually move to a commercial front, but it will 
be in keeping with the comprehensive plan 
already in place. 
The city is currently in the process of amending 
the Land Development Cost which in the past 



was upgraded every 5 years and now needs to be 
reviewed every 2 years.  All chapter upgrades to 
date have gone through environmental review 
and VCARD. 
Ordinance 2010–3 starts the process for the next 
phase of the “renewable energy green initiatives” 
which will involve discussions about vertical 
wind turbines which accommodate lower winds 
and are more conducive to the wind conditions 
in Florida. 
Discussions are underway for an inter -local 
agreement with South Daytona for a joint 
mooring field in the Halifax River This is an 
expensive proposition and can only be brought 
forward if grant dollars can be obtained. 
Currently there are no laws restricting boaters 
from mooring in the inter -coastal waterways 
which has the potential of creating major traffic 
issues and marine patrol expenses as well as 
have an impact on homeowner rights.  At this 
point the cities are pursuing the potential issues 
in a pro-active mode.                          
                         Summer Clayton and Patricia Gadbaw 

  
School Board Meeting - March 9, 2010 
 FINANCIAL STATUS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT  
The superintendent stated the House of 
Representatives Appropriations Committee 
released informat ion last week regarding state 
funding for pre-K – 12. The information made it 
appear that school districts would receive a 9% 
increase; however the increase is really 
offsetting the average school district loss of 
property tax dollars that support education and 
it will not be adequate to avoid significant 
reduction in school district budgets. For Volusia, 
the property tax decline is 15% – 16%.  Both the 
House and Senate leadership emphasized that 
their budgets will result in school districts 
needing to make significant reductions in 
budgets. The district will begin budget 
presentations at the next school board meeting 
on Monday, March 22.              Ann Harrell  

  
 
 
VOLUSIA COUNTY COUNCIL 
County Council meetings are long and cover a 
great variety of issues that impact our cities as 
well as unincorporated areas. For anyone who 
wants to keep up on these issues here are a few 

pieces of information (new to me perhaps not to 
you) that I want to share.   
     The county council web site is very 
informative and easy to navigate 
     Agendas of meetings list ITEMS for discussion 
with pertinent documents attached  
      Live audio feed of meetings and tapes of 
previous meetings. 
     Info on county government structure and 
names, contact #s, e-mail addresses 
     Minutes are usually 2 months behind 
unfortunately  
     VOLUSIA MAGAZINE a weekly public 
information TV program airs on Sundays 5p.m. 
on WDSC (channel 15) repeats on Mondays at 
7:30 p.m.  VOLUSIA TODAY   radio broadcast airs 
on Tues. 8:30a.m.on WNDB (1150 AM) 
      Re-broadcasts on Sundays 5AM on WKRO 
93.1 FM or WVYB 103.3 FM 
  
COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Farmton 
The most discussed issue for past 7 months. has 
been the request by Miami Corp. for land use 
change on the giant property known as Farmton.   
    Oct. 16---- presentation of plan to change use 
of 59,000 acres in southeast Volusia. (Brevard co. 
will develop their  own plan). Plan includes 
building 29,000 residences as well as retail and 
office space.  40,000 acres of land to be put into 
permanent conservation and wi ldlife corridors. 
Public comments and council discussion 
identified pros and cons of the plan.  Request 
approved 6-1(Kelly). Request sent to Dept. of 
Community Affairs (CDA) for review.  
     Dec. 24 ----DCA rejected plan. Report listed 12 
objections. Recommendation is do not build 
here.  County has 60 days to decide how to 
proceed adopt plan, accept DCA’s 
recommendations or reject amendment to 
change land use.  If county adopts without 
addressing CDA’s concerns the County and state 
may go to mediation or before an administrative 
judge. 
 
 
Jan. 28, 2010  -- Special mtg.  Miami Corp 
presented a modified plan that they believe  
Addressed  DCA’s concerns. 3 issues loom 
conservation and mitigation, water for West 
Volusia, no-build zone for school.  Council put 



forth their conditions and ideas. Miami Corp will 
meet with school board and work with other 
players to improve plan. Return to council on  
 

2/18/2010.  
Feb. 18, 2010---Miami presents changes to plan. 
Council has more concerns. There were Public 
comments by 40 people. Vote is 5-2 (Kelly and 
Persis). Next step is the meeting with VGMC on 
3/24 at 7p.m. Will they approve plan and issue 
certificate of consistency? 
  
Other Council Issues 
Item 3-- Review of Library Services, DVD policy 
and Internet use 
     Co. Manager Dinneen emphasized relationship 
between policies and finances—choices must be 
made and budget must be reduced.  
     Linda Colee summarized Mini -workshop data 
analyzing DVD services and costs. DVD collection 
includes non-fiction, documentaries, educational 
and entertainment. 70% of library business is 
DVDs and 77% of that is for entertainment DVDs.  
Processing, reserving, and notifying is costly 
(about 92 cents per transaction amounting to 
about $321,000 a year) Plan is to stop reserving 
entertainment DVDs, reduce number of other 
DVDs a person can reserve and limit checkouts 
to 3 days. This will save $200,000. Passed 6-1 
abstention (Wagner). 
     Internet use---at issue is how to shield 
children from inappropriate content yet ensure 
first amendment rights  for adults. Grant money 
influences library policies. Even though there is a 
children’s section where adult sites are filtered, 
libraries are now more open and children may 
be anywhere thus unintentionally exposed to 
adult material. Linda Colee presented plan that 
patrons who want to access a site and have been 
blocked complete a form. Cards will no longer 
unlock a computer. Librarian will make a 
computer available within 72 hours. P. Northey 
has concern about the waiting period. Colee 
explains this would not usually happen.  Persis 
moves to adopt policy and allow those who know 
best to handle. Approved unanimously.  
1/21/2001  
Item 4--A Local Vendor hiring preference 
discussion Co. manager Dinneen hopes issue is 
resolved soon as it may result in confusion about 
Volusia’s hiring practices. National Institute of 

Government is not in favor of local hiring 
preference. Arguments: pro---contracting with 
local companies helps keep money in county and 
helps small businesses grow.  Anti—local 
business might face retal iation and other 
counties might not want to hire our residents. 
Council discussion includes how to define local, 
obligation to our residents to keep costs down by 
hiring lowest bidders, loss of grant money, and 
legal suits.  Stats show the majority of local 
contracts go to local business so there doesn’t 
seem to be a problem. Motion to give local 
preference not approved. 
Item 6-- Amending unified beach code. 
Discussion and action. Allow surfers to come to 
within 75 ft. of pier. Discussion centered on 
rights of fishermen and safety of surfers coming 
closer to piers. Sun Glow pier is only pier 
affected. Council agreed that issue be sent to 
Beach Advisory commission since council knew 
very little about issue or how current distance 
came to be set at 300 ft.   Chairman Bruno 
allowed public comment since several people 
had come. Comments would remain in record. 
After comments and more discussion council 
agreed to motion to keep distance as is. This 
seemed to be tied to concerns for safety 
especially of younger unchaparoned surfers.  
  
3/4/10  
Item 3--- Marketing plan for Daytona Beach. 
Manual Bonia presented plan to market DB. Says 
he is doing this free of charge and that 3 of 5 
redevelopment areas will be targeted. By June 
wants events and publicity to be fact.  Discussion 
led to finding out that he was hoping council 
would be partner in plan and help financially. 
Would like funding to help with the American 
Music Festival, which Mr. Bonia runs. Interesting 
issues arose: use of ECHO funds –these are 
county funds and would have to benefit the 
county; can they be used for events? If council 
bought into the plan there would need to be 
more sunshine ---meetings open to public and 
transparency (meetings held not in sunshine) 
Dinneen inquires about how much money DB 
has contributed —nothing yet as they want to see 
if Council will participate. Council agrees 
unanimously to support the plan but want 
regular updates and input, assurance that if any 
county money is used must be shown to benefit 



entire county, and sunshine.  
Item  22--- Pilot Program-Experiment for 
eucalyptus as an alternative crop and aid in 
nutrient removal. Expenditure $14,300- Gloria 
Marwick operates 3 ½ acres for disposal of 
wastewater effluent. Originally attempted to 
grow citrus to absorb undesired nutrients  but 
area was too wet.  Request approval for funds to 
use genetically altered Eucalyptus Grandius. Dr. 
Rockwood of UF Forest Resources/Conservation 
presented info on this variety of Eucalyptus: 
grows quickly can harvest for mulch wood in 3-4 
yrs 4 or 5 cycles; not invasive; removes 30% of 
Nitrogen that would otherwise percolate into 
ground; has been used in S. FL as commercial 
crop since 1966 and at a water conservation site 
west of Orlando since1990. There was 
unanimous approval.     
Item 23---Water resource memorandum: Memo 
of understanding between the cities of DeBary, 
Deltona, DeLand, Lake Helen, Orange City and 
Volusia Co. to provide water resource 
management in west Volusia is about raw water 
not treated. Councilman Andy Kelly appointed to 
work on this. Councilman Hayman feels hopeful 
that cities are finally coming together. 
Item 5 ---Adoption of gopher tortoise protection.  
This allows County rather than State to inspect 
development sites. This means a quicker 
response and assistance for owners to obtain 
permit s, also an opportunity to educate. Cost of 
ordinance will be offset by fees. Commercial  
builders must hire surveyor if land is identified 
as a gopher tortoise site then must work with 
state.  Unanimously approved. 

Item 24— A request for variance from 
landscape irrigation schedule of the water 
conservation ordinance.  Whisperwood 
Manufactured Home Community requests to 
water on more than entitled one day. Homes are 
on a central system and individual residents do 
not control. Problem –need more than one day to 
irrigate 390 lawns. Each lawn still only get 
allowed amount of water so no increase in usage. 
Approved unanimously with condition that signs 
be posted informing residents and visitors they 
are under a variance and include proper 
ordinance number. Council was pleased that 
request was made –shows progress on public 
understanding.  
Discussion of Legislative concerns .  
Chairman Bruno will go to Tallahassee Friday for 
legislative interaction. A committee had 
completed and identified issues and positions 
and can draft letters in behalf of council 
members if desired.  Hyman moves to approve. 
Unanimously approved. 
Some concerns  
Legislature wants to increase county’s share for 
Medicaid from $55/bed to $100—shifting more 
cost to county. County will oppose this. It is 
unfunded mandate.  
State wants more cost to county for Public 
Defender expenses 
Tabor bill needs to be watched.  The Association 
of Counties opposes. Colorado says it is 
destroying county governments.     

Linda Burgher 

  
YOU COUNT! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Complete your Census Form and mail it back by April 1, 2010! 

SO BE COUNTED!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



              
 
 
                        PAST MEETINGS………… 

 
February Meeting on Health Literacy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R: Sandy Horikami, LWVVC Pres; Gregory Smith,  
Exec. Director of FL Literacy Coalition; Claudia Roth, LWVVC VP 

 
 
   March Meeting on Insights into SJRWMD 
 
 
 
   
 
 
                     Vernon & Mary Derr                              L to R: Pat Drago; Summer & Dennis Clayton                   Marsha Lewis & Helen Moseley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
     
                                      Jim Moseley & Larry Moore, Carolyn West in background        L to R: Rosemarie Gore, Nat. Resources Chair;  

                                              Ann Moore, former SJRWMD board member; &  
                                                   William C. Hall, Blue Spring Ambassador 
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